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'DEm.ASSTETfi'.n 



1, Mac Bund/ has given me a iu.il report of his discussions with 
you and of the outstanding work which you and all your team -are doing. 


i 2. In ever discussions in I>ecember we agreed upentbe importance 

of wider-taking appropriate action against fcWh Vietnam. Wfe then felt 
: it important to establish as strong a government as possible, and you have:z 

been doing your level best to that end. Jb also seemed to me essential «© 

I 

get women and children out of the area, and now we have fa hen that 
decis ion. I am now prepared to go forward with the best government we 
can get, and accordingly I wish you to Xtoew that ! have today decided that 
we will carry out c zi our December plan for CGCtlnuIrag action against 
]yJorth Vietnam with modifications up and down in tempo and scale in 
the tight of your fecommeMa^crnS as Bundy reports them, ard our own 
continuing review of the srciiiuc::: situation. 

3.. ft is most importan t fhat this decision nob be publicized until 
we have determined precise opening moves., and until fcfosygih f? safely 
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ou4 of Hanoi. Moreover, w« wish -fa mahe sur ow,i pfe,* after assessfn? 

Soviet reaction to recent events which sHoaH be more ctee, by time 
Leaves . 

1 Evaou3i ^ e£ dependents shadd proceed, as you ^ m f ne , £ ho/3e 

yowGsn meet_the T ~ ^ days su^ested in your last message. 

5.. I am impressed by argument Mat the building of a frimtwuai 

<^Dve cmvent will benefit by same private, assurances^ rom «.$ to the highest 

Lovels teat we do wow intend bo tales caifcmum^ action. Therefore, you am 

authorized to convey this in cfevW terms 4o key leader apolitical figures 

as ycA see fit Afc the same time you should <a./ that we want to wo^ with 

; united and 9 om 9 comment, lSUK j thai rtfs* sooner they can w©rfc out such 3 

Cfovem^nt,. the better we can plan and the canting actions we- hem 

in mind. 

6 . This brings, my warmest ^oodvn'P to ^ou and fe, Taylor, a «i 
my remwed. thanks for all that you are doin^ for your country. 
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